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Preparing for the real world
do prepare students for a broad 
variety of skills, if students take 
them seriously. 
The range of opinions in the 
Dordt community falls on the 
backdrop of national unemploy-
ment statistics. According to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the un-
employment rate edged down to 
7.7 percent in February 2013 but 
has show little movement since 
September 2012. The number of 
unemployed persons in the United 
States is at 11.7 million.
With the unemployment prob-
lem, students and faculty alike 
agree that it has become even 
more crucial for students to be 
equipped with the necessary skills 
required in the workforce. 
According to Chris DeJong, 
Director of Career Services and 
Calling, Dordt’s overall post-
graduate placement is higher 
than the national average. Dordt’s 
lowest graduate placement in the 
last ten years was 94 percent. This 
includes entering grad school, 
along with finding a job within six 
months of graduation. According 
to DeJong, 95 percent of Dordt’s 
2012 graduates were placed in 
grad school or found a job within 
six months. 
With graduation quickly 
approaching, Fox Business in 
Business News Daily recently 
released 10 skills that employ-
ers seek in potential employees. 
“With competition for new jobs 
at an all-time high, employees 
must have the skills employers are 
targeting,” said Chad Brooks of 
Fox Business. 
According to Brooks, with 
the workplace becoming more 
fast-paced and advancing in 
technology, employers are seeking 
10 specific skills. Brooks said that 
these skills include commitment, 
going the extra mile, wearing mul-
tiple hats, being a decision maker, 
having a positive attitude, good 
communication, and passion, plus 
being organized, dependable, and 
conscientious. 
Jongsma Knauss agreed that 
employers are looking for a vari-
ety of skills. She pointed out that 
Dordt offers a well-rounded core 
program to equip students for the 
real world.
Jongsma Knauss said that big 
universities and technical schools 
can specialize students so quickly, 
but a place like Dordt offers stu-
dents the chance to develop skills 
outside of one narrow path. 
Jongsma Knauss pointed 
to a recent Marketplace article 
called “What do employers re-
ally want?” This articled cited a 
Chronicle of Higher Education 
employer survey which showed 
that employers want more 
well-rounded students—in other 
words, graduates of liberal-arts 
colleges. 
However, she offered this 
caution: “Dordt will not prepare 
students unless they want to be 
prepared,” Jongsma Knauss said. 
She said students need to take 
responsibility for their education 
by taking challenging courses, 
participating in a wide variety 
of activities and internships, and 
making the most of their time at 
Dordt. 
Because Janssen is already 
student-teaching, she has a strong 
opinion on whether or not Dordt 
College thoroughly equipped 
her with the skills needed for her 
future job. She explained that she 
was “completely clueless as to 
teaching spelling, research tech-
niques, and Romeo and Juliet”—
all of which she has had to student 
teach.
“I think I could have also been 
more prepared with more hands-
on experience in the classroom,” 
Janssen said. She also mentioned 
that Secondary Education majors 
get limited technology instruction, 
which she needs to be knowledge-
able of while teaching. 
Art Attema, a Dordt Business 
Professor, thinks that Dordt could 
be more intentional about prepar-
ing students with job skills that 
they will need after graduation. He 
mentioned that the faculty tries to 
provide sessions through Student 
Services to help with these skills, 
but people don’t show up.
Although Janssen thinks that 
Dordt could have prepared her 
more for teaching, she still thinks 
that Dordt has done a fairly 
decent job preparing her for the 
real world. The one thing that she 
wished Dordt would do is educate 
students in financial matters
        (continued from page 1)
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Dr. John Visser. was fea-
tured in the most recent Dordt 
Writes event on Campus.
Visser celebrated the re-
cent release of his self-pub-
lished book, “The Crossroad 
of Poverty and Prosperity: 
The Impact of Religious Be-
liefs and Worldviews on Eco-
nomic Outcomes.”
“This book is a product of 
Dordt College, not just my-
self,” Visser said.  “It’s also 
a product of interdisciplinary 
thinking.”
Interdisciplinary thinking 
is exactly what Dordt hopes 
to promote through its Dordt 
Writes events, held monthly 
in the Hulst Library during 
the community hour.
“These events celebrate 
the scholarship that hap-
pens at Dordt,” said Bethany 
Schuttinga, the school’s As-
sociate Provost and hostess of 
the event.
Visser, a professor at Dordt 
for 36 years, is certainly no 
stranger to Dordt scholar-
ship.  He developed the Core 
320 class, Economics and 
Religious Belief, which ful-
fills the Advanced Reformed 
Thought requirements.
His students also assisted 
in the writing process, read-
ing rough drafts and sorting 
out mistakes, both grammati-
cal and semantics. 
“I offered candy bars to 
find errors,” Visser said.  “If 
I had offered extra points on 
tests maybe they would have 
found more.”
His family has assisted 
with the progression of the 
manuscript.  His son, a Dordt 
graphic design major, de-
signed the cover of the final 
product, while his wife and 
other son read some of the 
first drafts and gave advice 
and encouragement.
For Visser, however, the 
scholarship and writing pro-
cess happens not only in 
Sioux Center but internation-
ally as well.
For more than a decade, 
Visser has spent his summers 
in Russia and China teaching 
business and economics, as 
well as observing each coun-
Dr. John Visser featured professor at Dordt Writes
try’s economic systems and 
social beliefs.
“I’ve always been devel-
oping the relationship be-
tween Christianity and busi-
ness” Visser said. “I felt like I 
should fill that niche.”
During his time abroad, 
Visser was able to analyze 
“how wealth is created” in 
both closed and open eco-
nomic systems.  He discov-
ered that the country’s views 
of religion and value in so-
ciety were closely related to 
their economic successes. 
From there, he developed a 
holistic model to economics, 
that he says “looks not just at 
economics, but also sociol-
ogy, psychology, and theol-
ogy.”
It is on this model that the 
book is based.
Visser has already pre-
sented this model around the 
globe with warm and eager 
reception.
For the book, Visser said, 
“I tried to avoid jargon so 
that it’s readable for people 
who have no economic back-
ground.”
“There probably needs to 
be a shorter version that an 
easy read for people around 
the world,” Visser added.  
“But I’m a dreamer; I hope 
one day it gets translated into 
Russian and Chinese and they 
see that religion is nothing to 
fear.”
As Dordt students approach 
graduation in May, students are 
giving mixed reviews on whether 
they feel the college thoroughly 
prepares them with the skills 
needed for the real world after 
graduation. 
Dordt senior Kristin Janssen 
said she doesn’t feel thoroughly 
prepared. 
“I don’t think that Dordt pre-
pared me thoroughly for student-
teaching. I do think the Dordt 
Education Program thoroughly 
equipped me with the pedagogi-
cal knowledge and skills to lead a 
class and also with the knowledge 
of student developmental levels, 
but I don’t think I was thoroughly 
prepared in the content areas,” 




taught 9th and 11th grade English 
at West Lyon, and she is currently 
student teaching 5th and 6th grade 
English at Sibley-Ocheyedan 
middle school. She was re-
cently accepted to teach 8th grade 
English at Westminster Christian 
Academy in Town and Country in 
St. Louis, Mo. 
However, other students think 
that Dordt is successful in equip-
ping students with needed skills. 
Shannon Spargo is still one 
year away from graduating, but 
already believes that Dordt is 
equipping her with needed skills, 
while also encouraging her to 
explore ideas and find who she is 
as a person. 
Sonya Jongsma Knauss, 
Director of Marketing and Public 
Relations, said that core classes 
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Digital Media and Engineering Senior Projects
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ably spent  50-60 hours 
f i lming and another 
40-50 hours  on edi t ing 
alone.  And i t ’s  a l l  for  a 
half  an hour  documen-
tary.”
Since Chris tmas,  Ka-
sik has  interviewed and 
f i lmed many people  for 
his  documentary. 
“I’ve interviewed 
Ryan Brunner,  a  pro-
fessor  here  a t  Dordt , 
as  wel l  as  the pastor 
f rom my home church, 
a  dream interpreter, 
and a  professor  f rom 
the Universi ty  of  Min-
nesota .”
While  Kasik admits 
that  this  experience has 
been a  good one,  he has 
learned that  documen-
tary making is  prob-
ably not  for  him.
“I t  was a  good pro-
cess ,”  said Kasik,  “but 
i t ’s  harder  because you 
can’t  wri te  and plan 
what  people  are  going 
to  say.  I t  takes  a  lot 
of  t ime and dedicat ion 
for  even a  few seconds 
of  f i lm.  I t ’s  so impor-
tant  to  have the t ime 
and money and also to 
know that  you won’t 
get  much s leep.”
Digi ta l  media  seniors 
are  not  the only ones 
working hard,  howev-
er.  Engineer ing major 
As the year  comes to 
an end,  seniors  in  var i-
ous majors  a t  Dordt  are 
working to  complete 
projects  that  wil l  be 
their  f inal  work for  col-
lege.  The majors  that 
have been assigned se-
nior  projects  are  digi ta l 
media  and engineer ing.
Jeremy Kasik is  a 
senior  digi ta l  media 
major  f rom Columbus, 
Nebraska who,  s ince 
Chris tmas break,  has 
been working on his  se-
nior  project .
“I’ve been work-
ing on a  documentary 
about  dreams and what 
they are  in  American 
society.  I  want  to  focus 
on making people  ask 
quest ions about  their 
dreams and what  they 
bel ieve,”  said Kasik. 
Kasik has  been work-
ing on this  documen-
tary as  par t  of  an inde-
pendent  s tudy.  Since he 
is  a  t ransfer  s tudent ,  he 
didn’t  have an opportu-
ni ty  to  take the docu-
mentary f i lm making 
course that  Dordt  of-
fers .  The project  hasn’t 
been easy.
“I’ve spent  so much 
t ime on this  project ,” 
said Kasik.  “I’ve prob-
While Dordt’s most 
popular band The Jer-
ries got together last year 
specifically to try out for 
NC/DC, they say they 
were surprised to win 
this year and don’t know 
yet what they’ll do with 
their prize money. 
“We (The Jerries) 
started to play together 
just over a year ago in 
order to try out for NC/
DC, and last year we 
didn’t even make the first 
Get to know the NCDC winners - The Jerries 
Lauren Volkers
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cut,” said Ben Sytsma, 
one of The Jerries. 
Along with Systsma, a 
senior History and Sec-
ondary Education major 
from Jenison, Michigan, 
The Jerries also consists 
of Chris Postma, a junior 
HHP major from Orange 
City, Iowa, Landon Til-
lema, a junior HHP major 
from Ripon, California, 
Nathan Friend, a senior 
Computer Science major 
from Sioux Center, Iowa, 
and Daryl Bruinsma, a 
sophomore Digital Media 
major from Norco, Cali-
fornia. 
According to Tillema, 
the group picked their 
name when someone told 
them they should call 
themselves Ben and the 
Jerries, but they short-
ened it to The Jerries. 
“We actually prefer to be 
called Ben Sytsma and 
the Ben Sytsma Expe-
rience featuring Ben 
Sytsma,” said Bruinsma. 
“Daryl lived down the 
hall from me in East last 
year; (I) found out he 
played guitar and we kin-
da became friends after 
that. I met Ben freshman 
year and then last year he 
had the idea to play some 
cover songs and he asked 
me to play with him. I 
just recently met Nathan 
this year before NC/DC. 
I’ve known Chris since 
last year when me and 
him played in praise in 
worship together,” said 
Tillema. 
Though they won NC/
DC, some of The Jerries 
have not always been in-
volved in music. “I have 
never been in choir and 
haven’t played a musi-
cal instrument until two 
years ago. I just always 
liked singing. No offense 
to choir, but I don’t think 
I would enjoy it,” said 
Sytsma. 
Postma commented 
that the has been play-
ing the drums for 12 
years, and Tillema has 
been involved in a vari-
ety of campus activites, 
including playing tuba 
in a campus community 
band since his freshman 
year, praise and worship 
his sophomore year, and 
GIFT this year. 
The Jerries pick songs 
based on what they like 
and think sounds cool. 
Sytsma said that the some 
of the people that listen 
to them may not know 
the songs that they pick, 
but they pick ones that 
they find creative and 
good. 
“I wasn’t expecting 
to win NC/DC; it was 
more of a last minute, 
kinda thing after getting 
knocked out before we 
even played in front of 
people last year. But it 
was crazy that we won! 
Very exciting,” comment-
ed Sytsma. 
“I think I gave a fist 
pump,” said Postma. 
Each member of the 
group walked away with 
$100 in prize money. 
“This sounds lame and 
nerdy, but I have to 
take the GRE in about a 
month, so if I’m honest, 
I will probably use the 
money to pay for that,” 
said Postma. 
“I owe Daryl 100 
bucks so I’m giving it to 
him,” said Tillema. 
“I’m not really sure 
there is a share. In theory 
we all have 100 dollars 
but I haven’t actually 
received anything yet. 
Pretty sure it’s a conspir-
acy, or Ben pocketed the 
$500,” said Bruinsma. 
Jon Bierma has  a lso 
been developing a  f inal 
project ,  a  combined ef-
for t  with fel low seniors 
Jared Goedhart  and 
Daniel  Gondere. 
The group has  been 
working on develop-
ing a  bat tery monitor, 
or  fuel  gauge,  for  the 
electr ic  car  belonging 
to  Dr.  De Boer,  a  pro-
fessor  of  engineer ing 
at  Dordt . 
“We star ted working 
on this  las t  semester,” 
said Bierma.  “At  that 
point ,  we were just  t ry-
ing to  understand the 
concept ,  f iguring out 
how to meet  Dr.  De 
Boer ’s  needs,  and plan-
ning ahead.”
This  semester,  the 
group has  been working 
on put t ing their  plans 
into act ion and making 
the real  product .  Ac-
cording to  Bierma,  i t 
has  been a  grat i fying 
experience.
“We thought  this 
would be a  cool  project 
to  do because i t  looks 
at  many different  as-
pects  of  engineer ing. 
I t ’s  a  hands-on project 
instead of  book prob-
lems,  and we get  to  take 
ownership in  the whole 
thing.  I ’ve learned a  lot 
about  working hard and 
schedul ing s ince we’ve 
put  a  lot  of  t ime into 
i t ,”  said Bierma.
Both Kasik and Bier-
ma feel  as  though their 
projects  have been a 
good end to  their  t ime 
at  Dordt .  However,  se-
nior  projects  take a  lot 
of  planning and hard 
work.
“Make sure  you know 
what  you’re  get t ing 
into,”  said Kasik.  “I t 
takes  a  lot  more work 
than you think.”
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PDS Inquiry Project
Student teachers par-
ticipating in the Pro-
fessional Development 
School (PDS) completed 
senior inquiry projects, 
along with lesson plans 
and grading papers, dur-
ing their student teaching 
experience.  
“(The inquiry project) 
is required of PDS interns 
because we are actively 
seeking ways that we 
can improve the learning 
needs of our students and 
the quality of teaching in 
the classroom,” said Sa-
mantha Van Zyl.  
The inquiry project is 
required by the educa-
tion department to make 
students dig into what it’s 
like to solve a problem 
in the classroom.  This is 
done by doing research 
and implementing ideas 
to help remedy the situa-
tion. 
“It’s great practice for 
what will happen each 
day in our own class-
rooms someday,” said 
Katie Watt.  
The PDS interns be-
gan work on their inquiry 
projects in the fall semes-
ter by brainstorming with 
their Dordt advisor and 
mentor teacher, and ob-
serving their students to 
decide which topic would 
make the most sense for 
their classroom.  
Once interns chose a 
topic, they discussed po-
tential ways of imple-
menting ideas and solu-
tions. They then began 
implementing their ideas 
in the second semester, 
and continued collecting 
data until they presented 
their findings at Ideafest 
on April 18.  
“My project revolved 
around ‘Creating a Kind-
er Classroom.’ I wanted 
to really help students 
understand that all people 
are made by God, and 
they are valuable for that 
reason alone.” I wanted 
to help improve their re-
lationships with people 
in the classroom to make 
the atmosphere safer for 
learning,” she said.   
Tyler Van Schepen and 
Samantha Van Zyl col-
laborated on a project be-
cause they both teach at 
Rock Valley Christian.  
“Our project’s topic 
was an anti-bullying cam-
paign for the grades of 
5-8 at Rock Valley Chris-
tian School.  We chose 
this topic because some 
Rachel Mulder
Staff Writer
things we saw while at 
Rock Valley made us 
aware of bullying that 
happens and we thought 
by having the 5th-8th 
grade be a part of this we 
could make a difference,” 
said Van Schepen.   
“This has been a great 
learning experience over-
all. Tyler and I have been 
able to leave the students 
with information to think 
about concerning how 
we are called to live as 
Christians and how we 
are to treat one another,” 
said Van Zyl.  
The PDS interns 
learned a lot through 
these projects and believe 
it did a great job in help-
ing them understand what 
goes into solving prob-
lems and making changes 
in a classroom setting.
Frisch wins award at student history conference
Dordt  Col lege 
s tudent  Kurt  Fr isch 
won the Best  in  Con-
ference award at  the 
48th Annual  Student 
History Conference 
with his  paper  “The 
Trent  Affair :  A Dip-
lomatic  Success .”
Frisch graduated 
from Calvin College 
with a  degree in  Ac-
count ing.  However, 
he found his  major 
“real ly  real ly  bor-
ing,”  so he decided 
to  go back to  school . 
He is  a t tending Dordt 
Col lege for  prerequi-
s i tes  to  work towards 
a  PhD in History and 
is  current ly  apply-
ing to  the Universi ty 
of  South Dakota  in 
Vermil l ion to  fulf i l l 
h is  dream of  get t ing 
a  PHD.
Frisch marr ied 
Kate  Fr isch,  an En-
gineer ing profes-
sor  a t  Dordt  during 
Chris tmas of  2006. 
He s tar ted at tending 
Dordt  in  the Fal l  of 
2011 when his  wife 
got  her  job as  profes-
sor. 
Fr isch’s  paper  ad-
dressed the Trent 
Affair  during the 
American Civi l  War. 
He explained that  the 
Trent  Affair  could 
have culminated in 
Great  Bri ta in  on the 
s ide of  the Confed-
eracy which would 
have made a  big im-
pact  on the outcome 
of  the American Civi l 
War. 
In  his  paper,  Fr isch 
looked at  how the 
war  was affected by 
the Affair.“I t  was 
only by taking very 
del iberate  and s t ra-
tegic  act ions while 
ignoring the popular 
t ide of  nat ional is-
t ic  sent iment  within 
both countr ies  that 
Bri t ish and American 
diplomats  were able 
to  aver t  war  through 
mutual  cooperat ion,” 
Fr isch wrote  in  his 
paper.  
In  the end,  Fr isch’s 
research showed that 
negot ia t ions between 
diplomats  of  Great 
Bri ta in  and the Union 
set t led the Trent  Af-
fair,  and the rest  is 
his tory. 
While  wri t ing the 
paper  may seem l ike 
the diff icul t  par t , 
Fr isch expressed 
his  apprehension of 
present ing his  paper 
in  f ront  of  a  crowd 
of  people .  “I t ’s  a 
l i t t le  awkward when 
people  don’t  laugh at 
your  jokes,”  Fr isch 
said. 
Fr isch made the 
comment  that  he had 
to  present  his  pa-
per  r ight  af ter  the 
awards were given. 
“They announced the 
second place winner 
f i rs t ,  and i t  was a 
guy who was present-
ing at  the same t ime 
as  me but  in  a  dif-
ferent  room. I  hoped 
this  would draw some 
at tent ion off  of  me, 
but  then they award-
ed me with f i rs t 
place,”  Fr isch said. 
This  meant  there 
would s t i l l  be  a  large 
crowed l is tening to 
his  presentat ion. 
This  is  the third 
year  in  a  row that  a 
Dordt  s tudent  took 
f i rs t  place at  the his-
tory conference.
The conference in-
cluded s tudents  f rom 
Augustana College, 
Creighton Universi ty, 
Minnesota  State  Uni-
vers i ty  Moorhead, 
Northern State  Uni-
vers i ty,  Southwest 
Minnesota  State  Uni-
vers i ty,  and Univer-
s i ty  of  South Dakota 
Vermil l ion. 
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Leah Zuidema was the kind of 
professor you could hear coming. 
None of these “sensible” shoes 
for her; in fact, probably nothing 
less than two inches, and defi-
nitely nothing less than impec-
cable.  The rest of her look was 
impeccable too: perfectly fitted 
and pressed slacks, blazers, and 
blouses, paired with scarves or 
simple jewellery—and never a 
blond hair out of place.  
Her classroom matched her 
look.  In every 50-minute class 
period, Zuidema guided her class-
es through an impressive amount 
of material.  For four minutes she 
gave an introduction and over-
view of the class; for another 10, 
students got together in pairs to 
“cross-check and all call” their 
homework assignments.  Then 
she reviewed a reading, then they 
discussed in groups, then they 
shared what they’d learned, then 
she taught a new concept with 
examples, using a power point 
presentation and the smart board; 
then there was a student presenta-
tion, and then she explained the 
homework for the next period as 
she posted it on her class website. 
 “Dr. Z. intimidated me at 
first,” senior Caroline Eckstrom 
admitted.  “She can use the Smart 
Board, power point, overhead, 
and any other technology like 
nobody’s business, and her hair is 
always perfect.”  
This year, after five years in the 
classroom, Zuidema took this air 
with her from the humble English 
pod in the classroom building to 
the slightly more prestigious glass 
offices atop Dordt College’s Cam-
pus Center, where she now stands 
as Associate Provost and Dean for 
Curriculum and Instruction.  Her 
image fits the position; she now 
spends her days observing Dordt 
professors, interviewing potential 
new faculty, and working to en-
hance the academic and Reforma-
tional vision of the college. 
And yet, Zuidema is never 
without a smile, and her eyes 
way, it’s her dream job. 
Zuidema’s mother kept a 
scrapbook when Leah was grow-
ing up, and on a page from when 
she was 12, it shows that Leah 
said, “I want a job where I can 
think about thinking.”  And that, 
she says, is what she’s been able 
to do—she’s been teaching, and 
thinking about teaching ever 
since.  
Except for a short time when 
she first attended Dordt as a stu-
dent.  Leah was named a Distin-
guished Scholar as an incoming 
freshman, making her wonder if 
teaching was too ordinary, or not 
quite challenging enough for her 
academically.  So she decided to 
go Pre-Med, but then she took 
chemistry.  She switched to busi-
ness, but then remembered how 
when she was younger her par-
ents would have to buy all the 
chocolate bars in school fundrais-
ers.  She finally decided on Eng-
lish education, and she realized 
that there is plenty of challenge 
involved in being a teacher—
“there’s no such thing as too smart 
to teach.”   
At Dordt, Leah also spent 
plenty of time in the music build-
ing.  She played piano and French 
horn, and she was involved in 
what is now known as the North-
west Iowa Symphony Orchestra. 
She also met her future husband 
Todd, who had workstudy in the 
music building and played tuba. 
They got married, and when he 
graduated and moved to Grand 
Rapids to attend Calvin Seminary, 
she went with him and finished up 
her final year as an undergrad at 
Calvin College.  
After graduation, Zuidema 
began teaching right away at By-
ron Center High School, but she 
wasn’t done learning yet, and she 
hadn’t done quite enough “think-
ing about thinking.”  After the first 
year she began work to get her 
master’s degree in Critical Stud-
ies in the Teaching of English. 
She went on to get her doctorate, 
too, teaching all the while—high 
school while she got her master’s, 
and then at Grand Valley State 
University and Michigan State 
University.  And all because she 
wanted to keep going to school: 
“I loved class,” Zuidema said, 
“I cried my last day of doctorate 
classes.” 
And then, “God called.”  First, 
Bob De Smith, a professor at 
Dordt, told Zuidema that a posi-
tion was opening up in the English 
department, and she should apply. 
De Smith remembered Zuidema 
as the student who would sit in 
Early British Literature class, 
legs crossed, foot swaying in the 
air, reading a different novel than 
the one they were talking about 
in class that day.  But she was al-
ways alert and engaged: “I would 
try to call her out on it, but she al-
ways knew the answers,” he said. 
He knew she had done good work 
as a high school teacher—she had 
taught college level classes at By-
ron Center—and he thought she 
would be a good fit at Dordt as an 
English education professor.  But 
Zuidema decided not to apply for 
the position.
For two years before being 
hired full time, Zuidema was 
able to teach as an adjunct at 
Dordt while finishing up her dis-
sertation, and caring for her two 
daughters, Lindsey and Emily. 
shine with kindness.  She cares 
for her students and her family. 
Thursday nights are date night 
with Todd—they drive to band 
together—and Sunday nights are 
family night—they watch gour-
met chefs on the Food Network 
while eating junk.  She loves to 
read, too—usually about nine 
books at once.  She intimidates 
her students and colleagues alike, 
but nobody can deny that she’s 
incredibly friendly, and passion-
ate about her work.
“I love anything to do with 
teaching,” she said.  That includes 
helping others with their teaching, 
and coaching them in the middle 
of it—seeing what they’re doing 
well, and showing them how to 
build from it.  She thinks it’s ex-
citing to always see what else is 
possible. 
Students see this, too.  “Actu-
ally, Dr. Z is just as nice as she 
is smart,” Eckstrom noted. “She 
really cares about her students. 
Even though she wasn’t my prof 
or adviser last semester, she al-
ways took time to stop and chat 
when we saw each other...she 
cared about me as an individual.” 
That’s what Zuidema misses 
this year now that she’s not in the 
classroom.  She doesn’t have as 
much direct contact with students, 
and she doesn’t get to see them 
figuring things out, and walking 
with them as they do.  But she 
knows that her work still affects 
students: “I’m not teaching less, 
I’m teaching differently.” 
Even as early as kindergarten, 
Leah sat in her child-sized desk in 
school and thought about how her 
teachers were teaching, and what 
they should be doing differently 
or better.   Now, as Dean for Cur-
riculum and Instruction, Zuidema 
sits in the back of college class-
rooms, laptop open before her, 
legs crossed under the table, and 
thinks about how professors are 
teaching, what they are doing 
well, and what they should be 
doing differently or better.  After 
class, she talks with each profes-
sor in turn, encouraging them and 
helping them to improve.  In a 
She says that while she didn’t get 
much sleep during that time, she 
loved the busyness and the flexi-
bility.  She was able to teach, learn 
about Dordt, and discover that she 
liked working with students and 
faculty, and “asking those ques-
tions” about the intersection of 
faith and learning.  
And that’s what she still loves, 
even from atop the Dordt College 
Campus Center in her spotlessly 
clean administrative office with a 
dark wood desk and shelves, sur-
rounded by books denoting her 
past and present lives—and a few 
alluding to her rare free moments, 
when she reads fiction and poetry. 
As senior English education ma-
jor Kristin Janssen says, “Zuide-
ma is genuinely interested in 
developing future teachers...who 
will change the English curricu-
lum and instruction as needed.” 
More than that, Zuidema says 
that her goal is “to glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever,” to do 
her work in a way that is always 
Kingdom building.“We are God’s 
coworkers,” she said, smiling, 
“that is so amazing.”  
All that and never a hair out of 
place, never a student left behind. 
Impeccable. 
Impeccable




Moving to a foreign coun-
try is not something foreign to 
Juan Pablo “Juanpi” Benitez, 
a freshman engineering major 
who was born in Asunción, 
Paraguay.  He and his three 
siblings spent their growing-
up years moving back and 
forth between Paraguay and 
Brazil.  
His older sister now lives 
in Rio, Brazil, and is a profes-
sional ballet dancer, while his 
older brother studies archi-
tecture at Paraguay’s national 
university.  Benitez’s younger 
sister graduated from high 
school in December and lives 
at home with his mother, who 
is a freelance psychologist, in 
Asunción.
Benitez found Dordt in the 
same way as two current se-
niors did.  He applied for an 
international student program 
through the U.S. Embassy and 
was accepted during his soph-
omore year of high school. 
The program provided Benitez 
with academic advisors who 
helped him prepare for a study 
abroad education, find col-
leges, translate transcripts and 
applications, and seek out fi-
nancial aid. 
Benitez stumbled upon 
Dordt even though he wasn’t 
looking specifically for Chris-
tian colleges.  Dordt made the 
cut on a list of colleges with 
international student finan-
cial aid and engineering, and 
his advisors loved the choice. 
Benitez wasn’t so sure; he 
didn’t even know what Iowa 
was at the beginning of his 
college search.
However, the Embassy ad-
visors connected him with Ve-
ronica Visser and Giovi Rome-
ro, two current Dordt students 
who also found Dordt through 
the Embassy program.  The 
senior students, juniors at their 
time of communication with 
Benitez, encouraged Benitez 
and helped relieve some of his 
fears about adapting to a new 
and foreign culture. 
Once his college deci-
sion was made, engineering 
was Benitez’s obvious major 
choice.  Back home, Benitez 
enjoyed volunteering and 
foresaw himself spending his 
days after college serving in 
the slums while helping devel-
op a stronger infrastructure. 
During high school, he had 
spent time volunteering for a 
multinational non-profit that 
works all over South America 
developing housing and edu-
cational projects for those in 
the slums.  
One of Benitez’s tough-
est battles in Iowa has been 
adapting to the American cul-
ture of handshakes.  “When I 
leaned into kiss the first girl 
I met on both cheeks, it was 
a little awkward,” he shared. 
Hugging everyone, especially 
other guys, is another thing 
common to Benitez’s home 
culture that was something he 
had to leave behind.  “People 
are friendly,” he said, “but 
America is a different sort of 
friendly than in Paraguay.”
Even though Benitez had to 
adapt to a new culture, learn 
all about the foreign “Iowa,” 
and miss his Paraguayan fam-
ily and food, he excitedly pro-
claimed, “I love Dordt! This is 
like a dream.”  Benitez admits 
it was hard to come with no 
idea of where he was headed, 
but he loves the spiritual as-
pect of Dordt and greatly en-
joys growing so much along 
other Christian students who 
are so “honest with their 
faith.”
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Confessions of a Columnist
Adam McDonald
Head Editor 
Here they are: the final deep, 
dark confessions you’ve all been 
waiting for me to pour into my 
columns. You already know I en-
joy beer, I love to travel, I desire 
to be involved in public educa-
tion, I’ve dealt with heartache, 
and I’m still single… what more 
could I possibly have to confess? 
There is more to this girl than 
meets the keyboard on Sunday 
nights, so here they are: the good, 
the bad, and the final vulnerable 
confessions of the face behind 
the large, Dutch tulip.
Confession number 1: I read 
Harry Potter religiously. You 
think I’m exaggerating? How 
many people do you know who 
read the entire series each and 
every summer? Now you know 
one: me. Recently in a job ap-
plication I was asked what books 
I enjoy reading most… guess 
what I listed first. If I don’t get a 
job because they won’t let me ex-
plain how much I disliked read-
ing until one brave teacher who 
took the time to find out what I 
enjoyed reading allowed me to 
read a book that was considered 
“inappropriate” in the Christian 
classrooms I grew up in, then I 
don’t want to work there any-
way. My opinion: it’s not your 
place to tell me what I can and 
can’t read; it’s your place to help 
me know how to read it.
Confession number 2: be-
fore that teacher, I never would 
have considered being an edu-
cation major. I’m loud, outgo-
ing, am good with words, and 
have no problem speaking my 
mind. What better job for me 
than journalism? But then I re-
alized teaching is an incredible 
career. Maybe teachers don’t see 
the fruits of their lesson plan-
ning, assessment building, and 
feedback-giving every day, but 
those moments they do see it—
even in just one student—makes 
every morning commute, every 
dry green (never red) pen, every 
parent-teacher conference worth 
it. You think I’m joking? Go read 
my blog. I don’t get many spe-
cial moments with my sopho-
mores, but when they come up, 
they are more precious than any 
credit card bill I’ve paid to fill 
my tank with gas for my morn-
ing commute to Sioux City.  
Confession number 3: I am 
jobless. Does that shock you? I 
am young, up-to-date with tech-
nology, have incredible experi-
ences with diverse learners in 
various classroom settings, can 
form incredible relationships 
with any age group, am extreme-
ly reflective, have nothing tying 
me down anywhere, and have a 
sense of adventure like Indiana 
Jones—what’s not to love? 
Confession number 4: I have 
a difficult time committing. I 
love to try new things, go new 
places, meet new people, but ask 
me to sign a contract for 3 years 
of my life, and I’m out. I think 
the one thing I’ve been super 
committed to in my life is my 
love for Harry Potter (that’s a 
joke; I promise). But in all seri-
ousness, committing scares me. 
Perhaps this has to do with pre-
vious experiences, or perhaps 
I’ve never really had to commit 
to any place for more than a few 
months at a time because of how 
much I’ve traveled in my life. 
Commitment to a school doesn’t 
worry me; I’m more dedicated 
to my teaching and my students 
than I could have imagined af-
ter a 7-week experience. It’s the 
place… I’m used to moving. I’m 
used to being able to pick up and 
leave. And I can’t do that with a 
contract.
Confession number 5: it’s not 
in my hands. While I may have 
turned down job opportunities 
that I knew God wasn’t calling 
me to, ultimately it’s His plan 
that I’m going to fall into these 
next few months. And it’s not 
my job to worry. My job: re-
main committed to those things 
I love—teaching, writing, and 
seeking God’s heart. The rest will 
all work out; I know it will. How 
do I know? I have faith. I have a 
hard time committing to places, 
but my commitment to using my 
gifts for His name’s sake—that’s 
not going anywhere… except for 




It’s the end of the year.  I 
don’t know how time goes 
faster each year, but that’s 
the way life goes.  Time is an 
interesting concept if you ac-
tually take the time to think 
about it. Some days speed 
by, and some days drag on 
and weigh you down.  
Whether this school 
year dragged on for you, or 
seemed like it only lasted a 
month, I hope you enjoyed 
it.  We need to enjoy the 
time we’re given because it 
goes so fast.  I’m not sure 
who said it, but I really like 
this quote, “Don’t count the 
minutes; make the minutes 
count.”  
Enjoy life, enjoy your 
friends, and try to enjoy the 
hard work.  God has show-
ered us with so many bless-
ings and life itself is one of 
them.  Make it count.  Live 
your life.  Do it all to the 
glory of God.  Because life 
moves so fast and seems 
like it’s out of our control, 
we have to remember that it 
doesn’t pay to worry about 
what the future holds be-
cause we know that God is 
always in control.  
Whether or not you are 
graduating in a week, keep 
in mind this verse from Jer-
emiah 29:11: “‘For I know 
the plans I have for you,’ de-
clares the LORD, ‘plans to 
prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.’”  This is read 
at many a graduation, but its 
truth will never wear out.  
As you leave Dordt for the 
summer, or maybe for good, 
remember that God is al-
ways with you.  God makes 
that promise to us in Deuter-
onomy 31:6: “Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid 
or terrified because of them, 
for the LORD your God goes 
with you; he will never leave 
you nor forsake you.”  
He is in control.  Our 
life is in His hands and His 
plans are greater than ours. 
Thanks for reading…have a 





The question I get asked 
more than anything as a near-
ly-graduated college student 
is, “So, what are you doing 
after school?” And I wryly tell 
people, “If I had a dollar for 
every time somebody asked 
me that question, I wouldn’t 
have to find anything to do.” 
They chuckle and I chuckle, 
but beneath that is still a col-
lege senior that doesn’t really 
know what is in store for him 
beyond this summer. 
In case your college educa-
tion isn’t paying off and you 
haven’t been able to deduce 
it from the paragraph above, I 
am getting ready to graduate. 
And whether you’re writhing 
in emotional pain because you 
realize this is the last column 
of mine you will ever get to 
read or jumping for joy be-
cause you don’t have to look 
at that ridiculous picture of 
me from sophomore year ever 
again, the fact remains that I’ll 
be saying “Adios!” to Dordt in 
less than three weeks. 
It’s a weird feeling. No . . 
. that burrito I had last night 
gave me a weird feeling; this 
is something different. It’s a 
mix of weird, and excitement, 
and anticipation, and even a 
slight buzz which, admittedly, 
may be from the pure sugar 
I’m consuming in the form of 
the off-brand peach rings I’m 
eating right now.
Jennifer Van Der Hoek
Columnist
But nailing down the exact 
words to describe the feeling 
isn’t the important thing. The 
important thing is how I han-
dle that feeling. I have plenty 
of options. I could stress out 
over it, but without the neces-
sary Defender Dollars needed 
to buy fried cheeses to com-
fort me, I don’t think that’s the 
best option. I could just freak 
out, but if Lindsey Lohan has 
taught us anything, it’s that 
freaking out and going off the 
deep end doesn’t really solve 
anything. I could just regress 
and collapse in on myself as 
the weight of everything I have 
to do before the end of the year 
and the unknown of the future 
crushes me . . . but that seems 
less than desirable. 
So what do I do? I trust. 
And I can trust in anything. 
I could trust in my ability to 
write, do psychology, or arrest 
bad guys. I could trust in some 
mystical cosmic force that has 
my back in some weird, other-
worldly way. Heck, I could 
even trust in the general good-
ness of mankind and that some 
nice soul out there will give 
a college graduate the break 
he’s looking for. But putting 
my trust in any of those things 
would be dumb. So trust me 
when I tell you that putting 
your trust in any of those 
things will only lead to disap-
pointment and heartache. 
Instead, I put my trust in 
God. Why? Not because I 
“just do,” that’s for sure. If my 
trust and faith in God relied 
on my ability to have it, there 
would be problems. Rather, 
like the ancient Israelites, I 
remind myself of the times 
God has come through in the 
past. I remind myself of the 
friends He gave me through-
out college, especially when I 
didn’t know where they were 
going to come from. I remind 
myself of how He guided me 
through the hardest months of 
my life during the summer of 
2009 and the first semester of 
my sophomore year. I remind 
myself how He took a washed-
up baseball player and created 
an actor, dancer, and writer. I 
remind myself of how He took 
away all I knew to give me 
everything I have now. And I 
smile because I know He will 
keep doing it. And I smile be-
cause I know He will do the 
same for you. Trust. 
The End is Near
Well this is it. Our last 
days. By the time you read 
this, we will be in the sin-
gle digit countdown to the 
end of the school year. To 
all the freshman, sopho-
mores, and juniors out 
there, be safe this summer 
and come back safe. 
To all the seniors, I have 
one final message. We are 
about to embark into the 
unknown, a place that can 
be filled with fear, appre-
hension, and doubt if you 
make it that. But what I’m 
imparting to you is a truth 
I learned about the un-
known: It’s wonderful.
Not knowing the future 
is one of the best things 
that can happen to us. It 
allows God to do a com-
plete work in us without 
us messing it up. 
This column has to be 
short since I have the side 
of the page so I’ll leave 
you with this.
When I look at a pic-
ture of our planet, I see a 
vast world. A world filled 
with joy, with pain, with 
suffering, and with bro-
ken hearts. Our world is 
not beyond saving. Our 
world is not without hope. 
There is good in this world 
and as long as I’m alive, 
I’ll always fight for what 
is right. I’ll always fight 
the good fight. I’ll protect 
whoever I can and face 
corruption with all that I 
am.
Seniors, it’s time to start 
giving back to society. Go 
out there and never falter. 
Never compromise your 
principles. Remember 
what you have been taught 
about the ultimate truth. 
Share your love and com-
passion and above all else, 
embrace the unknown. 
That’s where God does 
His best. 




If you are a student, pro-
fessor or faculty member 
on the campus of Dordt 
College, chances are you 
know Bryce Schelhaas. 
But chances are he 
might not know you. 
“Probably about the 
first month of school I 
was walking to class and 
everyone was saying ‘Hi 
Bryce’ and I’m always like 
‘I don’t know who you are 
but ok,’” Schelhaas said. 
The reason for this one-
sidedness is due to Schel-
haas’s penchant for stand-
ing apart from anyone else 
on campus. 
Schelhaas lives with 
achondroplasim: a form of 
dwarfism that causes his 
arms and legs to be shorter 
than an average person. 
Being a little person 
isn’t a big deal to Schel-
haas anymore. In fact he 
relishes it with his con-
stant jokes and his real-
ization that this is the way 
God made him.
“If some people heard 
some of the things that 
my friends say to me they 
would probably think it 
was terrible, but I can han-
dle it,” he said. “I prob-
ably joke around about it 
more than they do.” 
Through his parents, 
an association called LPA 
(Little People of Amer-
ica) and his relationship 
with God, Schelhaas has 





and first grade, Schelhaas 
started to realize he was 
different. He was hanging 
with kids his size and be-
fore he knew it, everyone 
around him was getting 
bigger while he stayed the 
same height. 
“That was kind of 
tough,” Schelhaas said. 
“Right around junior high 
is when it probably hit me 
the most that I wouldn’t 
be able to do what average 
height people do; specifi-
cally with sports. Going 
into high school I started to 
realize that it wasn’t a big 
deal. I realized that this is 
the way God made me.”
Every year starting when 
he was 10 years old, Schel-
haas’s parents Ivan and 
Sandy took their son to an 
organization called Little 
People of America.
“These conventions 
would be the highlight of 
my year. Going out and be-
ing able to hang out with 
people who are just like 
me. It’s funny because I’m 
actually one of the tall-
est ones there,” Schelhaas 
said. “But just to go out 
and see people who are 
like me, and actually, there 
are people there that have 
it worse than me. They’re 
in wheelchairs or have 
crutches because they can’t 
support their own weight. I 
feel pretty fortunate seeing 
all that.”
Schelhaas also had the 
opportunity to attend and 
participate in the DAAA 
(Dwarf Athletic Associa-
tion of America) in 2000 
and 2008 where he could 
display his love for sports. 
“This is where I got to 
display my competitive 
nature. I played basketball 
and soccer and actually 
played post for basketball 
which is pretty funny,” 
Schelhaas said. “My team 
took home the gold one 
year and I’ll admit it, I tore 
it up on the court.”
As a manager for the 
Dordt College men’s bas-
ketball team, Schelhaas 
gets to be close to the game 
he loves every day and 
keep his competitive spirit. 
“I love to golf. That’s 
one sport where I know I 
could compete with aver-
age-height people at a high 
level. I played through 
high school and a year here 
at Dordt,” Schelhaas said. 
“With basketball, I have a 
great relationship with all 
the guys on the team. I have 
their back and I know they 
have mine…which is good 




ship with God also played 
a big role for Schelhaas, 
especially when living 
with achondroplasim. 
 “Around junior year 
of high school I started to 
develop this relationship 
with God where I realized 
that this isn’t that bad. This 
is the way he made me and 
I can be ok with that.”
As the youngest of four 
siblings, the biggest thing 
for Schelhass, next to 
faith, is his family. Schel-
haas especially loves his 
five nieces and nephews. 
“The oldest of my niec-
es, who is seven going on 
eight, is getting close to 
passing me up in height,” 
Schelhaas said with a 
chuckle. “Every time I see 
her she wants to compare 
to see who is taller. It’s 
fun for her and for me.”
Physical structure might 
present a challenge for 
Schelhass in the future, 
as he anticipates needing 
back surgery at some point 
to correct some nerve end-
ings. But that won’t wipe 
the unshakable smile on 
his face and uplifting at-
titude. 
“I don’t consider it to 
be a bad thing anymore; 
this is the way God made 
me. I’ve thought about 
what it would be like to 
wake up one morning and 
be six feet tall, but I think 
I would want to go back. 
This is all I’ve known and 
I feel blessed. Yeah, I’m 
a little person but I have 





Name: Asthon Beaird 
Class Year: Sophomore
Sport(s) Involved? Softball 
Position(s): Catcher, Short-
stop 
Where are you from? 
Rapid City, South Dakota 
How did you first become 
involved in sports? It was 
for fun and my parents 
signed me up, but then I re-
ally enjoyed the sports and 
the competition. 
Why did you come to 
Dordt? To play softball 
How has your experi-
ence in Dordt athletics 
been different than other 
teams you’ve played on? 
I pray before I play, and I 
think about glorifying God 
while I am playing; I’ve not 
thought about those things 
before. 
Favorite professor at 
Dordt and why? Profes-
sor Elgersma. He genuinely 
cares about the success of 
his students. He may be 
a little rough around the 
edges, but he pushes stu-
dents beyond their comfort 
zones. 
What is the first thing you 
would change at Dordt? 
Nothing, I truly enjoy Dordt 
the way it is. 
What do you look forward 
to most in being an upper-
classmen next year? Being 
able to manage my time bet-
ter and getting closer to the 
next chapter in my life. 
What event in history 
would you go back in time 
to see? The Great Depres-
sion. 
What is the first thing you 
would you do if you had 
no financial restrictions? 
I would make donations to 
some children’s homes, and 
then buy myelf some mate-
rial things. 
What is the number 1 
song played in your iTunes 
library? Guys Like Me by 
Eric Church 
Five things on your bucket 
list: Sky dive, travel out 
of the country, live on the 
coast, drive a BMW, and go 
to the Grand Canyon. 
Where do you see yourself 
in 5 years? Married with 
a stable job and my own 
home. 
Photo by Shelby Herrema




“Little Shop of Hor-
rors,” the story of a man-
eating plant, was recently 
performed as part of Nate 
Scheuers’ senior show. 
The show was directed 
by Alex Updike, and both 
performer and director 
were very pleased with 
the overall performances 
of the show.
“I thought the perfor-
mance went really well,” 
said Updike. “I was re-
ally pleased with how the 
actors performed from 
opening night and on. 
They really stepped it up 
and performed well for 
five straight shows.”
The play follows the 
story of Seymour Krel-
born (Nate Scheuers), an 
orphan living in an ur-
ban skid row, desperate 
to find a better life while 
working in a flower shop 
with the love of his life, 
Audrey (Mia Kornelis) 
and his boss, Mr. Mushnik 
(Nate Sparks). Krelborn 
comes across a unique 
plant and displays it out-
side the shop window as a 
way to create more busi-
ness for the dying flower 
shop. 
However, the plant, Au-
drey II, continues to die, 
despite his efforts to keep 
it alive, until he pricks his 
finger and the plant thirst-
ily opens its mouth for a 
taste of blood. Seymour, 
realizing the plant needs 
blood to survive, hesi-
tantly offers it his finger. 
The plant then begins to 
grow, as does its appe-
tite. Seymour, loving the 
new fame and prestige the 
plant is bringing to him, 
begins a spiral downward 
by feeding people to the 
plant, including Audrey’s 
abusive and sadistic boy-
friend, Orin the dentist 
(Micah Kreykes), his 
boss, Mr. Mushnik, and 
by accident, Audrey. 
In a fit of rage and guilt 
at the loss of his love and 
the depravity he has be-
come a part of, Seymour 
tries to kill the plant, but 
ultimately gets eaten. Af-
ter his demise, a represen-
tative from World Botani-
cal Enterprises shows up 
at the flower shop, quick-
ly clips pieces of Audrey 
II to sell in order for 
people to grow their own 
plants. It is later revealed 
that Audrey II is an alien 
plant who came to earth to 
conquer the planet.
“I thought the perfor-
mance went splendidly,” 
said senior Nate Scheuers. 
“I wouldn’t have changed 
anything about the cast, 
and I grew to love each 
and every one of them. 
The show was pretty 
stressful at times, and I’m 
sad to see my last Dordt 
show finish up, but I’m 
very proud of everyone.”
Scheuers said he chose 
“Little Shop of Horrors” 
because he wanted to cre-
ate a desire to see theatre 
on campus. “Musicals 
are my favorite kinds of 
shows, especially com-
edies, and I didn’t want to 
do a drama because I’ve 
always felt a greater affin-














































     In our previous issue, 
the Diamond erred in an ar-
ticle titled “NISO Concert,” 
and would like to correct the 
following facts:
1) NISO does NOT 
rehearse every Monday 
evening but rather on six or 
seven Mondays per semes-
ter.
2) NISO in many ways IS 
a Dordt-sponsored orches-
tra; the first credit listed 
on the concert programs is 
Dordt College with thanks 
“for its generous provision 
of rehearsal and perfor-
mance space, support staff, 
and office accommoda-
tions.”
3) The Diamond incor-
rectly stated that NISO is 
organized by individuals 
who are not affiliated with 
Dordt is completely false: 
Bradley Miedema teaches 
full-time at Dordt and serves 
NISO as Music Director, 
our Administrative Assistant 
Mary Hulstein is employed 
by Dordt, and the General 
Manager Karen De Mol is 
co-chair of Dordt’s Music 
Dept; in addition, there are 
other NISO board members 
(Norma Snyder Jones and 
Leah Zuidema) who are also 
on Dordt’s faculty.
4) Season tickets for 
2013-2014 are now on sale, 
but are not at a pre-season 
discount.
We at the Diamond take 
corrections very seriously 
and want to apologize for 
the mistakes made. Thank 
you for understanding.
The Diamond Staff
Photo by Shelby Herrema
Preparing for the real world
(continued from page 1)
“I just signed a contract for 
a job offering me more money 
in a year than I’ve accumulat-
ed throughout my entire first 
22 years of life,” Janssen said. 
“In addition, I have no idea 
what to do about insurance 
plans, retirement funds, credit 
scores, or investment options.”
Dordt Senior—Drew De 
Vries, who is majoring in 
General Agriculture and will 
be graduating in May, feels 
like Dordt does a good job at 
teaching students the facts, but 
he doesn’t feel like students 
are learning any common 
sense in the classroom. He 
added: “I understand that 
Dordt professors feel a ran-
dom urge to play the devil’s 
advocate, but where does the 
line get drawn between acting 
stupid and actually using my 
tuition dollars to teach me 
something?”
After graduation, De Vries 
will be a swine specialist for 
the Farmer’s Coop Society in 
Sioux Center. 
Attema doesn’t think that 
it would take much to build 
the needed skills into classes 
at Dordt. Attema explained 
that the business department 
has a required Senior Seminar 
for all business students, and 
this class includes a mock 
interview, plus resume and 
cover letter help. Students are 
required to write a resume and 
cover letter, and then conduct 
a mock interview with a real 
company or business. 
“This experience helps 
students gain more confidence 
and also helps them to suc-
ceed,” Attema said. 
According to Attema, the 
business department also 
checks up on graduates, who 
are two years out of Dordt. 
They ask the alumni what 
they feel Dordt could improve 
on to prepare them after 
graduation.
“This helps us find the 
stumbling blocks and deal 
with them,” Attema said. “We 
aren’t missing the boat by too 
much, but sometimes I think 
that we can do better,” he 
added. 
Spargo, an Individual Stu-
dents major who is focusing 
on Agriculture and Journal-
ism, said she appreciates how 
flexible Dordt is with her. 
Spargo, who is also receiv-
ing a minor in Theatre, de-
scribed herself as a “complex 
person,” and she is grateful 
that Dordt has worked with 
her. 
“Dordt helps me to think 
more creatively about my field 
options, rather than forcing me 
in a box,” Spargo said.
She also believes that Dordt 
is broadening her worldview 
and helping her develop peo-
ple skills, which will help her 
in the real world.  Spargo said 
that she has received a lot of 
hands-on experience through 
Ag labs and real-life reporting 
in journalism classes. 
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 ½ PRICE Tanning with Dordt I.D. 
Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-5 • Saturday 8-1 
Appointments can be booked online at www.renaessalonspa.com 
 
 
We also offer cuts, colors, perms, acrylic and gel manicures, pedicures, shellac facials, 
     microdermabrasion, glycolic peels, massages, waxing, ear piercing and more! 




Best Line: “You wouldn’t 
hit a guy with glasses would 
you?” Gets hit with the 
glasses. “You hit a guy, with 
glasses. That’s… that’s… Well 
played.”
Puns. Puns everywhere. 
And with a unique story line 
on top of it all, Wreck it Ralph 
proved to be a must-see movie 
for the spring.
The plot itself is actually 
a little like Tron, diving into 
the world behind the familiar 
arcade-screen. The main 
character is thrown into a 
world in which he doesn’t 
belong and is forced to use 
his wits and brawn to fight his 
way out. The evil overlord, 
who isn’t all that he seems, 
is constantly trying to ruin 
the game. And there’s even 
the spunky girl-sidekick that 
appears to be a side-story, 
but turns out to be the most 
important character of all. 
The storyline follows 
Ralph, a “bad-guy” who wants 
to be accepted by the “good-
guy” and other characters in 
his video game. To accomplish 
this, he goes on a quest to get 
a medal that will win him the 
favor of everyone in his game, 
Fix-it Felix Jr. This quest takes 
him into other bug-infested 
and sugar-coated video games 
and soon the plot escalates. 
Before long, it isn’t only 
Ralph’s reputation on the line 
– or even that of his new friend 
Vanellope’s – but the future of 
every video game plugged in 
at the arcade. Because small 
green pixel-eating bugs can do 
that, you know.
The graphics are well done 
and the creators paid special 
attention to minor details that 
added a whole new level of 
irony to characters. The best 
part about the plot was that 
it kept getting deeper and 
deeper. It was still focused on 
Ralph, but after a while the 
viewer cared about more than 
just him, making the movie a 
better overall experience. The 
fact that Vanellope is adorably 
snarky and resembles Agnes 
from Despicable Me definitely 
helps, too. It’s an original 
plot that deserves a strong 
nod for stepping away from 
the traditional video-game-
comes-to-life movie. This 
movie was a great watch, 
especially for looking 
like a children’s movie. 
And despite its child-like 
appearance, the movie 
turned out to be complex 
enough to keep the eyes of 
pretty much anyone at any 
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